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CAMPAIGN 2008

GOP gets early edge with more candidates in state
By GEORGE BENNETT

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

For political star power,
there’s no comparison.
Rudy
Giuliani,
Fred
Thompson, Mitt Romney,
John McCain and other Republican presidential candidates will be in Orlando this

weekend for the state GOP
convention. They’ll spend two
days schmoozing Florida activists before participating in
a nationally televised debate
Sunday night.
Florida Democrats hold
their convention in Orlando
a week later. Instead of see-

ing Hillary Clinton, Barack
Obama, John Edwards and
other leading White House
contenders, party faithful
will have to settle for appearances by long-shot candidates
Dennis Kucinich and Mike
Gravel.
“It’s ridiculous,” Florida

Senate Democratic Leader
Steve Geller said of the contrast, which stems from the
different ways the national
Republican and Democratic
parties have responded to
Florida’s decision to hold its
presidential primary Jan. 29.
The early primary date

breaks the rules of both national parties. But while the
Republican National Committee has indicated Florida
will lose half its convention
delegation as a penalty, the
Democratic National Committee says it won’t recognize
any of the state’s delegates.

On top of the DNC sanctions, the leading Democratic
candidates have bowed to
pressure from the four states
with DNC-approved early
primaries or caucuses and
pledged not to campaign in
See CANDIDATES, 10A >

FDA
frowns
on meds
for kids

Glades awaits solution to health concerns

_

Studies show over-the-counter cough
and cold remedies to be ineffective, a
government panel says.
_

By GARDINER HARRIS
The New York Times

SILVER SPRING, Md. — A Food and Drug
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Ana Moncada of Pahokee prepares a bath for her 10-month-old son,
Bryan, held by his sister, Braxis. Moncada filled the jug at a filtering station

in Pahokee. She’s afraid of bathing the boy in tap water. ‘The water is too
bad for the kids,’ his sister says. ‘It gives them a rash, allergies.’

Cost muddies future of water system
_

Glades cities’ finances might be too
weak to qualify for federal loans.
_
By MITRA MALEK

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

The popular filtering station near St.
Mary Catholic Church in Pahokee is a crude
plastic cabinet. Its water smells like sulfur,
and the spout sometimes spews dirt. Bugs
occasionally crawl along the interior panels.

At homes in far western Palm Beach
County, the water is worse. It’s often yellow
and smells of algae or chlorine. Faucets
spit out small stones. Worms too. Many say
showering makes them itch. Their flesh has
pink bumps and scaly patches to show that
something isn’t right.
Ana Moncada won’t risk the tender skin
of her 10-month-old boy with the house tap.
She’s one of the filtering station’s faithful.
See WATER, 19A >

Funding for the
unfinished Lake
Region Water
Treatment Plant
is $26.9 million
short. South
Bay, Pahokee
and Belle Glade
are supposed to
pay the balance
but can’t afford
it. Federal officials say they
can’t afford it
either.

What’s next?
The county is responding to
USDA requests on grants and
loans that South Bay, Belle
Glade and Pahokee need to
pay the $27 million balance
they’ll owe on the
$58 million water plant.
President Bush is expected
to veto a measure that
includes $7.5 million for the
plant, money that would help
defray what the three cities
will owe, but Congress has
the votes to override him.
County Commissioner Jess
Santamaria plans to travel to
Washington to push for more
federal funding.

Plant in doubt
Watch a special
video presentation.
PalmBeachPost.com

Palm Beach Post Staff Writers

Monique Louis has one regret she will never outlive.
“If I had moved here 10
or 12 years ago, I would still
have my children,” she says.
“God gave me two children
in this life, and I lost both of
them in Palm Beach.”
Louis, 50, who once lived
in a more urban neighborhood on South B Street in
Lake Worth, now owns a
home on a quiet suburban
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street in Port St. Lucie.
She and several other
Haitian parents say they are
part of a small but growing
exodus of families trying to
escape Palm Beach County
to save their children and
grandchildren from the violence that has scarred their
community.
“Why would you try to
raise your children in a place
where children are dying?”
Louis asks. “I tell people all
the time to get out.”
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Authorities in Palm Beach
County say at least 11 people
died in gang-related violence
from April 2006 through
March of this year. At least
eight were of Haitian descent, most young men. Others were critically wounded.
By the time that mayhem
exploded, Louis already was
trying to get out. She had
wanted to move since her
daughter, Maudeline, 20, was
See GANGS, 11A >
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See MEDICINE, 6A >
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Lake Worth’s Haitians seek safety of St. Lucie
By JOHN LANTIGUA and DAPHNE DURET

Administration panel of experts voted overwhelmingly Friday that there was no evidence that popular pediatric over-the-counter
cough and cold medicines have any effect.
More studies are needed to determine
whether any of the ingredients commonly
found in popular cold remedies are effective
in children. Even in adults, the evidence is
“modest at best” that the drugs work, said Dr.
Mary E. Tinetti, the chairwoman of the panel
who is a professor at the Yale University
School of Medicine.
The panel cited a growing number of
studies that have found that popular cough
and cold drugs work no better than placebos
in ameliorating the effects of the common
cold in children. And they said it was time
to throw out the assumption that drugs that
help adults will always work just as well in
children.
“Children are not just small adults,” said
Dr. Jesse Joad, a panel member who is a pediatrician from the University of California
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TALLAHASSEE — Observers hoping to
understand the dynamics of the property tax
debate this week may want to mind the ticking of the clock.
No, not the literal one, which gets to zero
at 5 p.m., Oct. 30 — the deadline for putting
a new tax plan on the Jan. 29
presidential primary ballot.
Z House
The more important Republicans
countdown is a figurative revise tax
one, and it marks the mo- proposal, 9A
ment that will come next
spring when House Speaker
Marco Rubio’s power as outgoing presiding
officer dwindles to where he can no longer
set the statehouse agenda.
And the realization of that political mortality, many believe, is driving the dramatic
about-face Rubio, R-West Miami, exhibited
over the past two weeks — from publicly supporting a relatively simple proposal by Gov.
Charlie Crist costing about $7 billion over

See TAX CUTS, 9A >

Letter to Limbaugh
sells for $2.1 million

Boca student treated
for resistant staph

Dow sinks 367 points
on crash anniversary

The rebuke from Democrats
nets the largest amount for
charity on eBay. Story, 2A

A nurse will visit classes
and discuss proper
hand-washing. Local, 1C

Weak earnings scare off
investors 20 years after
Black Monday. Business, 1F
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Ana Moncada gets
filtered water from a
station near St. Mary
Catholic Church in
Pahokee. To address
health concerns, the
county set up the free
machine in 2001.
There’s also one in
South Bay. Despite
eggy odors and puffs
of dirt, residents return to them regularly.
Others head to 25cent-a-gallon water
stands or buy bottled
water.
LANNIS WATERS
Staff Photographer

Santamaria sees plant as top priority
On a sunny September
afternoon she heaved reused
5-gallon containers she’d just
filled into a minivan. Most of
the water is for cooking and
rinsing and drinking. But
some always goes to Bryan’s
daily baths.
At home, Moncada, 41,
balanced a big jug between
her arms, pouring filtered
water into a saucepan to heat
it “un poquito” — just enough
to mask the chill of the gallon
or two she pours straight into
the baby’s tub.
“The water is too bad
for the kids,” said Braxis
Moncada, Bryan’s 19-year-old
sister. “It gives them a rash,
allergies.”
Though she has no proof,
she swears the tap water
has thinned her curly brown
hair.
West Palm Beach recently
put up with about two weeks
of contaminated water. In
South Bay, Pahokee and
Belle Glade, that’s been the
case for decades. High levels
of suspected carcinogens
have turned up over the years
in all three cities. Now tests
run clean, officials say.
Part of the problem is their
water source. The three cities draw from Lake Okeechobee, which fills with a mix of
sugar-plantation runoff, cow
manure, algae, bottom muck
and drainage from marshes
upstream. Treating that supply is a chemical and financial feat. Equally troubling:
Residents in the three cities
— Palm Beach County’s
poorest — pay the highest
water and sewer rates in the
county.
Each city has its own water utility and is responsible
for its supply, monitored additionally by the county health
department and the federal
Environmental
Protection
Agency.
There is a solution: a
reverse-osmosis
system
that would tap the Floridan
Aquifer and be shared by
the three cities. It’s under
construction and scheduled
to come online in July.
But funding for the $58
million Lake Region Water
Treatment Plant at State
Roads 80 and 715 in Belle
Glade is $26.9 million short.
The three cities are supposed to pay the balance, but
they can’t afford it. Worse,
they might be too financially
unstable to qualify for federal
loans that would help close
the gap. The county, which
pushed for the plant and has
contributed the most, wants
the federal government to
pay the balance. Federal officials say the multimilliondollar tab is too high for them
to cover.

Reliance on bottled water
Water: a transparent, odorless, tasteless liquid essential
for life. It might match that
definition in most of Palm
Beach County, but not in the
Glades.
“Everybody who lives
here has concerns about the
water,” said Anne Haskell, a
Belle Glade resident for more
than a quarter-century.
They worry. They complain.
“We’re always looking for
the best bottled water,” said
Evelyn Johnson, who’s lived
in Belle Glade all her 50-plus
years.
They find ways to accommodate.
Haskell has been drinking
bottled water for a decade.
She switched her cats to
bottled water a year ago, after two of her other cats died
from what appeared to be
cancer. Johnson won’t bring
local tap water to her lips.

Rate disparity

Despite their poverty and problematic water supply,
South Bay, Pahokee and Belle Glade pay the highest
water and sewer rates in the county for a typical
household. Here are monthly charges for 7,500 gallons.
South Bay
Pahokee
Belle Glade
Delray Beach
Lake Worth
Wellington
Palm Beach County
West Palm Beach
Palm Beach
Riviera Beach
Boynton Beach
Boca Raton

$99.31
$76.61
$71.54
$53.40
$51.58
$48.70
$42.40
$38.24
$38.24
Sources:
Palm Beach County;
$35.42
South Florida Water
Management District
$34.31
$24.18

CHRISTOPHER SMITH/Staff Artist

_

Belle Glade’s mayor
and city manager
spent three days in
Washington last month.
_

She usually stocks a bottled
gallon in the bathroom and
rations into a cup to brush
her teeth. A friend uses only
bottled or filtered water to
wash her nether regions.
“We need water,” Johnson
said.
Especially the poorest.
“Why should they spend
money to buy water when
they can spend it on food?”
said Darlene Kirchman,
whose family owns Kirchman Oil in Belle Glade.
They shouldn’t have to,
said County Commissioners Addie Greene and Jess
Santamaria. Nor should they
worry about where the $26.9
million will come from.
“This is at the very top
of my priority list,” said
Santamaria, who represents
the district that includes the
Glades. “We are going to find
the money for it one way or
another.”
Belle Glade’s mayor, city
manager and a city commissioner spent three days in
Washington last month.
“That’s exactly where they
should be,” Greene said.
“We need them to be in
front of these county commissioners raising holy hell,”
she said.
Ultimately, the federal
government should pay up,
county officials and staff
members say.
“We expect them to come
up with a substantial amount
of the money, if not all,” Santamaria said.
That will be tough.

Cost surge leaves shortfall
When a push for the plant
started in 2001, county officials pegged the cost at $15
million. Then it jumped to $30
million. Back then, former
Commissioner Tony Masilotti, recently imprisoned
for honest-services fraud, figured the state Department of
Environmental
Protection
and federal Environmental
Protection Agency would foot
80 percent of the bill.
“The plan that the county
had was ambitious. Their
federal plan was ambitious,
at best,” said David Goldenberg, Washington chief of
staff for US. Rep. Alcee Hastings, D-Miramar.
Now, the plant’s cost has
nearly doubled to $58 million.
Funding looks like this: The
county sank $12.5 million
into construction, the South
Florida Water Management
District kicked in $11.2 million, the state legislature
appropriated $6.7 million and
the EPA committed $800,000.
That leaves the $26.9 million shortfall. A congressional

authorization of $7.5 million
in the Water Resources Development Act would defray
the balance. President Bush
is expected to veto the bill,
but enough lawmakers support it to override a veto.
According to the agreement the cities signed with
the county, the three would
cover any unpaid balance,
over 50 years, with the first
payment due when the plant
starts supplying water. Belle
Glade, with the highest population, would foot 70 percent,
or $18.8 million; Pahokee, 15
percent, or $4 million; and
South Bay, 15 percent, or $4
million.
That’s a hefty hit for the
county’s poorest residents.

Quality falls with lake level
Like prisoners at the
mercy of their captors, the
cities can’t control Lake
Okeechobee’s condition despite their dependence on it.
That’s partly up to the Army
Corps of Engineers, a key
reason local leaders want big
federal contributions.
The water management
district and the state DEP
also control the lake’s health.
“Our citizens are not the
ones who destroyed the quality of Lake O,” South Bay
Mayor Clarence Anthony
said.
Lower lake levels, which
the corps has forced time
and again for flood control,
increase turbidity. The current drought heightens worries too.
“By this time next year
our water intake will be sucking air,” Pahokee Mayor J.P.
Sasser said. Or mud.
With the county’s help, the
cities two years ago applied
for roughly $26 million in U.S.
Department of Agriculture
loans and grants. Despite
multiple submissions at the
agency’s request, they still
don’t have an answer.
“It can only be one of two
reasons: either design or
incompetence,” said county
Utilities Director Bevin Beaudet, who’s overseeing the
plant’s construction. “I’ve had
it up to my ears.”
USDA officials said that’s
not a fair assessment.
“While they felt they have
submitted a lot of information, they haven’t submitted
exactly the answers to all the
questions that were asked,”
USDA spokeswoman Ellen
Boukari said. “We’re dealing
with tax dollars here.”
More
important,
the
USDA isn’t in a position to
dole out $26 million anyway.
That’s not the worst part.
The cities last month
learned that their finances
might be too weak to even
qualify for the loans.
On Sept. 20, Reps. Hastings, Tim Mahoney, Ron
Klein and Robert Wexler,
along with Sens. Mel Martinez and Bill Nelson, sent
a letter to the under secre-

tary for rural development
supporting the three cities’
USDA grant applications.
It appears that finding
money on other federal fronts
won’t be easier.
“The reality is that in this
fiscal climate, Congress is not
going to earmark $20 million
for this project,” said Goldenberg, Hastings’ Washington
chief of staff. The plant is one
of Hastings’ top legislative
priorities.
“At some point local leadership needs to fill the void,”
Goldenberg said. “It should
have been built five years
ago. Palm Beach County
has money to water golf
courses.”

Health concerns not new
One issue has never been
up for debate: the need for a
better water system.
Since at least the early
1980s, a chemical believed
to cause cancer, miscarriage and liver and kidney
problems has periodically
contaminated drinking water
in the Glades.
In September 2000, The
Palm Beach Post sponsored
lab tests that showed trihalomethane in drinking
water of homes in South Bay
and Pahokee to be five to
nine times higher than federal standards allowed. The
chemicals form when chlorine, commonly used to kill
bacteria, mixes with waste,
decayed plants and other
organic matter. EPA data
show numerous Safe Drinking Water Act violations for
all three cities from 2001 to
2005. Last year levels were
high enough to pose health
threats to pregnant women
in Pahokee.
To address trihalomethane
concerns, the county health
department in 2001 set up
the carbon filter water treatment machine near St. Mary
Catholic Church in Pahokee.
There’s also one in South
Bay. The water is free. Despite eggy odors and puffs of
dirt, residents return to them
regularly. Others head to 25cent-a-gallon water stands or
buy bottled water.
Winn-Dixie in Belle Glade
dedicates almost an entire
aisle to the basic necessity.
“If we don’t sell anything
else, we sell water,” manager
Ovynten Rivera said. It’s the
one item the grocery stocks
in excess.
The few who can afford it
get water delivered or install
filtration systems.
Everyone in the Glades
follows a water-safety creed.
People pick their path and,
like spiritual followers, look
to it for comfort and protection.
For the past year Da’Shaun
Dukes bathed only three
times a week. On Mondays,
Thursdays and Saturdays,
when everyone else in his
four-person Belle Glade home
finished in the washroom,
the 19-year-old cleaned the
tub with bleach. He’d fill massive pots with tap water and
heave them onto the stove.
After the water boiled, he’d
transport it to the bathroom
and pour it in the tub. That
took three hours, plus three
hours for the water to cool.
The Glades Central grad finally washed at about 3 a.m.
Otherwise, he said, his
skin felt prickly.
“We are all human beings,” said the Rev. John
Mericantante of St. Mary.
“You never get used to a bad
smell. You never get used to
bad things in your water.”
Staff researchers Sammy Alzofon, Niels Heimeriks and
Melanie Mena contributed to
this story.
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